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June 2009 Newsletter

Recently you received a letter from CNEC Partners International seeking your continued support for the work of Bridge of Hope. This newsletter is an opportunity to share the story of one of our loan recipients, Yetu Marune and her family. Contributions made by you have helped transform the lives of families like this. Thankyou for sharing the Bridge of Hope vision of transforming lives out of poverty. 
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YETU MARUNE

Yetu Marune is a housewife living next to Manado city’s rubbish tip. To help with family income, she scavenged in the tip for plastic bottles and other recyclable materials. Her husband is a labourer who only gets sporadic work. 
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Yetu and her husband have no children of their own. However, they’re raising someone else’s child – a girl named Mira who was given away by her real parents at birth. She’s now 11 years old. Mira voluntarily started going down to work the rubbish tip to help Yetu and her husband make ends meet, but this led to her having to quit school more than two & a half years ago. 

When a Bridge of Hope team visited and explained the program to people in Sumompo, the place where Yetu and others of the scavenging community live, they understood the vision of BoH and decided to join the Micro-Enterprise Development program. Now, after 20 months, she and the others are in their third loan cycle, where they each received a loan of Rp1,400,000 (A$185). 
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There have been changes for the better in Yetu’s life. No longer bound to scavenge at the tip, she busies herself with activities such as breeding pigs and chickens. “I used part of one of the loans to buy 2 pigs when they were still small. When they were fully grown and had offspring, I sold the grown-up ones”.
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Yetu also capitalised on the loan and proceeds from selling pigs to rent coconut trees! Then she bought a grinder to produce coconut milk and copra. 
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The third thing she did with the income from her business is to buy a small area of land. Eventually they’ll be able to build a better place to live. At the moment they live in a hut made of plywood and rusty corrugated iron. “Those bricks which we have piled up are to build a permanent house in the future. But sometimes we barter the bricks for something else we need” she explained.


Although Mira still scavenges from the tip, Yetu and her husband are now in a situation where they can let her go to the informal school and library provided by BoH in Sumompo. Mira enjoys reading a picture Bible in the library with her friends. She’s a smart girl but has some behavioural problems, probably from her unstable family background – her real father is prone to violence and still pursues her to take her back. She needs prayer for this and also that Yetu and her husband will be able to let her go to high school when she finishes primary. 

Yetu doesn’t have to collect garbage very often now. When asked about her future dreams, she said: “I don’t want my child to be like us. We were not educated. I wish to see her growing in good education and to be a successful person. I also hope that my husband and I can build a good and healthier house for our family”.



_________________________________________________________

BoH – CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

BoH now has offices in 4 locations, 3 in North Sulawesi and 1 in Nth Maluku. There is incredible scope for growth, especially in the areas of the 2 latest branches - Tobelo & Kawangkoan. In Kawangkoan for example, although the office only opened in November last year, already over 800 loans have been made. The reasons for such potential for growth in this area are:

1) Kawangkoan covers a very large rural area;

2) The area in very poor and neglected by the Government and therefore there’s very little infrastructure, welfare, or education;

3) The people are very vulnerable and the only available capital is from loan sharks & co-operatives that charge exorbitant interest. There are reports of child trafficking in this area. We hope that improving these people’s economic situation and spiritual lives will help to reduce or wipe out the desperation that leads to such a horrendous alternative. 

Bridge of Hope continues to give a ‘hand up’ to numerous people like Yetu & Mira but at the moment, for the work to expand in Kawangkoan and other areas, more capital is needed. Thank you for your partnership with this ministry.


If you wish to give, please click on the following link:                           
http://www.cnecpi.com.au/bridge_of_hope.html
You will be taken to a page on 'CNEC Partners International' website. Please note: Bridge of Hope is a non-profit organisation. All donations are placed through CNEC Partners International in Australia to gain eligibility for tax-deductible status.
Or send a cheque made payable to CNDCAF(Bridge of Hope) to: Bridge of Hope, PO Box 45, Seaforth NSW 2092. 

        

Our website: http://www.bridgeofhope.org.au
Yetu and her husband in front of their house on the land they bought from their business profits.





Mira is now back to study and reads books at the library built by BoH in Sumompo





Yetu making bricks for house construction











